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Literacy is important.  It is also the
theme for this edition of our
newsletter.

We want to make sure that children
are successful in school and that
adults can provide for their families’
needs.  These goals guide all of
our programs.  Literacy, being able
to express yourself and
understanding others speaking,
reading, and writing, is
fundamental to finding success in
life.  Children and adults get literacy support in all of
our programs.

Society has proven time and time again that it
will reward people who are competent readers and hold back those who are
not.  This is perhaps best expressed in terms of employment opportunities.
Modern workers must be able to adapt to the changing job scene. This often
means gathering new skills and knowledge from printed material, whether
instruction manuals, computer programs, or classroom training. Skilled jobs
require a high level of literacy. Consequently, reading skills are an important
factor in predicting an individual’s economic success. It will affect income,
employment stability and even employment opportunities.

Beyond its practical importance,
reading can transform our outlook
on life and open a door to a world
of wonder.  When we lose
ourselves in a book, it’s like we
have transcended our present
reality. Reading offers us a chance
to broaden our horizons, explore
new possibilities and improve our
earning capacity.  That’s a pretty
good deal!  As Arthur Ashe once
said, “Reading is cheap and
priceless”.
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Ramon Ochoa, former Hawkeye football star,
helps celebrate National Family Literacy Day®
at the Broadway Neighborhood Center by
reading to children in Spanish.
You’ve heard the advice about talking to your
children about drugs, smoking... the advice has many
applications.  But in the context of language
development for infants and toddlers the advice is not
so much concerned with what you talk about, but
rather how much.  Research shows that talking to
your young child is the major factor in vocabulary
growth and verbal intellectual development. (Hart, B
& Risley, T.R. ,1999 The Social World of Children
Learning to Talk)  And language is the foundation for
literacy achievement.

Research also shows that children from different backgrounds typically develop
language skills around the same age, the subsequent rate of vocabulary
growth is strongly influenced by how much parents talk to their children.
Children from professional families (who were found to talk to their children
more) gain vocabulary at a quicker rate than their peers in working class and
welfare families

At  Neighborhood Centers, we agree with Hart & Risley that “the most
important thing to evaluate in an
child care settings for young
children is the amount of talk
actually going on.”   Our staff
receive extensive training in
supporting children’s language
development and know that
continuous verbal activity - talking
singing, humming - will help
children build the skills needed to
be successful readers.  All of us
need to remember, when it comes
to babies and toddlers follow the
experts’ advice... talk to children...
talk, talk, talk!

Brian Loring
Executive Director
The Even Start Family Literacy Program has been a popular and successful
program at the Neighborhood Centers for over 10 years.  Even Start
maintains the dual goals of increasing literacy development for young
children while assisting their parents in reaching their academic goals.  Our
Even Start program includes all of the following activities:

• Interactive literacy activities between
parents and their children.

• Training for parents regarding on how
to be an effective primary teacher for
their children.

• Parent literacy training (English as
Second Language and GED classes) that
leads to economic self-sufficiency.

• An age-appropriate, high-quality early
childhood education to prepare children
for success in school and life
experiences.

GIVING CHILDREN AND PARENTS AN EVEN START
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BABA YOUSIF
You can usually find Baba
Yousif in the preschool
classroom at Pheasant Ridge
where he reads one-on-one,
holds children who need
rocking, and provides calm
and confident guidance to
children who need a little
extra support.  “I come from a
family of educators.  It is in our
blood,” he said. Yousif is 75.
He has 5 daughters and 2 sons, several of whom
are also teachers.  Yousif said, “I like to work
with children because they look at me as a real
papa (grandfather), they are glad to see me.  I
have a chance to influence them in a good way.”
Yousif is the elder of the local Sudanese
community at Pheasant Ridge.  He has been in
the United States for 14 years and became a
citizen 10 years ago.   In Sudan, he was very
involved in many aspects of the government including the
coordination of relief efforts for Sudan and the surrounding
area.

FOCUS ON FOSTER

The Foster Gr
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network of nati
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Americans the
put their life 
work for local co
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Handicare @ 
 GRANDPARENTS
ROSAMOND

Besides becoming a Foster
Grandparent for the Pheasant
Ridge children, Rosamond’s
most exciting achievement
this year (her 80th) was that
she became a U.S. citizen in
June and voted for the first
time on Nov. 2.  Rosamond
came to the U.S. from Ghana
to visit  her children 15 years
ago  She ended up staying.

In Ghana, she taught 20 years at the Morning
Star School, which has now grown to include
university level programs.  While there, she
taught 3rd grade and preschool, as well as
working with a Girl Scout troop.  When asked
about working at the Center, Rosamond said
her favorite things to do includes, “helping
the children be happy, making letters out of
clay to learn the alphabet, reading to them,

running with them on the playground, and walking hand-
in-hand to Fareway singing...”  She said, “really, those are
just a few of the things!”

ndparent pro-
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HARKIN ANNOUNCES AWARD FOR NEIGHBORHOOD
CENTERS

In early October, Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) announced that the Neighborhood
Centers of Johnson County had received a $486,000 grant  from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  The grant is to fund the for
the Johnson County Early Learning Initiative (JCELI).  Harkin is the ranking
Democrat on the Senate subcommittee that funds health and education

initiatives.
“It is important that Iowa’s children
receive essential education and health
services to ensure that they have the
skills to succeed when they start
school,” Harkin said.  “This is the type
of investment Iowa needs to ensure a
brighter economic future for every
student.”
 
JCELI targets educational and health
outcomes for young children age birth
to 5 years and prepares them for a
successful school experience.  Three
primary components are: 1) the “Yearn
to Learn” Community Education
Campaign; 2) provider training and
support; and 3) Early Childhood
Services and Interventions
Continuum.  JCELI will touch the lives
of 250 children and 100 families with

programming that includes community-wide, Center-based, and home-based
early literacy intervention.
 

BREAKTHROUGH TO LITERACY

Breakthrough To Literacy (BTL) was
created by University of Iowa,
researchers Carolyn Brown and
Jerry Zimmermann and based upon
their research of young children
making the transition from oral
language to
print. It
combines a
classroom
curriculum with
great support
for
implementation
and
professional
development
for teachers.
For the past 3
years BTL has
offered the
Neighborhood
Centers their
full support in
our Broadway
and Pheasant
Ridge classrooms.  Thanks
Breakthrough!



United
Neighborhood

Centers of America

Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County would like to thank
 that has invested in children and families...

Neighborhood Centers of Johnson County
P.O. Box 2491
Iowa City IA  52244

NONPROFIT
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 173
Iowa City IA
AM Rotary Club
Old Capital Kiwanis
Noon Rotary Club
Altrusa Club of Iowa City
IC Press-Citizen
World of Bikes
Mitchell-Phipps Molini
MMS Consultants, Inc.
Lenoch & Cilek
Paul’s Discount
Beta Sigma Phi, Rho Master
Spenler Tire
U of I Community Credit
Union
Hodge Construction
Trinity Lutheran Church
St. Thomas More Church
Bicyclists of Iowa City
Opportunity at Iowa
Smith-Moreland Construction
Dave Seydel Auto and Truck
Pleasant Valley Garden
Center
The Soap Opera
McComas-Lacina Construction
West Bank
Hamburg Inn No. 2
Meardon, Sueppel & Downer
Technigraphics Inc.
Wolf Construction, Inc.
Jim & Mary McCue
Robert Brown
Lars & Dawn Baker Anderson
Karin Franklin
Susan Dulek
Jennifer & Mark Wyatt
The Soap Opera
Jean Kaelber
Virginia Hirst
Terry Trenkamp
Thomas & Terri Hobart
Molly Abrahim & David Walz
Mark & Jayne Sandler
Jan Ahlberg
Kent & Loretta Angerer

everyone

Gordon & Nancy Cantor
John Moreland Jr
James & Sara Jane Lindberg
John & Charlotte Gavin
James Hayes
Kenneth & Barbara Gamb
James & Katherine Clifton
Sandy & Susan Boyd
Gyla Fairchild
Ian & Jeanne Smith
Matthew White
Franklin & Mary Scamman
Earl & Marilyn Rose
Wesley Caliger
William & Jean Hines
Animal Clinic
William & Theresa Dervich
Thomas & Mary Cilek
Carolyn & Joseph Cannon
Marcia Willing
Stephen & Mary Aquilino
Elizabeth Clark
Theodore & Margaret Nelson
Rax Montgomery
CE Platz
Peggy Nelson
Susan Murty
Kevin & Julie Monson
Duane & Virginia Means
William & Barbara Buss
Robert Hilton
Armond & Polly Pagliai
John & Claudia Knutson
Leslie Marshall
Ralph & Nancy Knudson
Ken & Lorie Leo
Pete & Kathy Wallace
Lesley & John Menninger
William & Karen Sivitz
Ralph & Barbara Stephens
Lawrence & Carol Hunsicker
Robert & Judith Felder
Peter & Dee Vanderhoef
Jonathan & Helen Goldstein
Charles & Lenore Hale
Clyde & Day Seery
Paul & Janet Abbas
David & Tamara Schoenbaum
Iva Sagert
Louise Beltramo
Dan & Lyn Summers
Nancy Jones & Michael Hovland
Barbara Chambers
Marlene Perrin
Mary Oxford
Samuel & Linda Levey
Al Grady
Susan Totten & Christopher
Beckermann
Douglas & Judy Labrecque
Marcella David
JM Dorman
Robert & Elizabeth Engel
Ellen Twinam
Susan & Brian Lehmann
Ken & Pat Schmidt
Gary & Margie Hunninghake
Patricia & Verne Kelley
Jill Gaulding & Marc Light
Sarah England
Bonnie Rae Love
Jeff & Judi Barta
Janelle Rettig
William & Florence Boos
Ruedi & Cecile Kuenzil


